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And this "New Learning," among many results which it
was to have in the future, was to have one result of which men
little dreamed, and least of all those most occupied in foster-
ing the cause of learning. For it was destined m time to
produce that great convulsion extending over all Europe
which we know as the Reformation.21

The "New Learning" operated in two different ways to
produce this result. First, in its work of increasing a knowl-
edge of the ancient literature it opened up large tracts of
histoiy till then scarcely known. It made scholars acquainted
with writings belonging to the centuries preceding the dark
period before the time of Charlemagne, writings hitherto
accessible, if at all, only to ecclesiastics, and able to be
lead only by a few even of the latter. A large number of
these writings referred to Church matters, and had been writ-
ten by eminent bishops of that period 25 And these soon
disclosed to scholars that during at least six centuries of
the Church's earliest lite its constitution had been very dif-
ferent from what they now saw it, and with no supremacy
of one See over all others, while such writings also made
them acquainted with the proceedings of the six great Geneial
Councils of the Church which had taken place in those
centuries, some of which Councils had given decisions bear-
ing on this very point.

And to this new knowledge of the history of the Church
the gathering in Florence added considerably For it enabled
the dignitaries of the Eastern Church to converse face to
face, and in their own language, with enquirers on such sub-
jects belonging to the West. And since the Eastern Church
prided itself on never deviating by one hair's-breadth from
what was held at the beginning, and since the special point
upon which the discussions of the Council were taking place
was this very one of the claim of the Church of Rome to a
supremacy which the Eastern Church maintained did not exist
at the beginning, the Eastern bishops and theologians
gathered at Florence would be certain to corroborate any